USKUDAR UNIVERSITESI TASAVVUF ARASTIRMALARI ENSTITUSU “INSAN,
TASAVVUFI DUSUNCE VE SIFA II” KONFERANS SERiSi PROGRAM DETAYLARI

Uskiidar Universitesi Tasavvuf Arastirmalar1 Enstitiisii Kerim Vakfi  destegiyle 23-27
Temmuz 2025 tarihleri arasinda “Insan, Tasavvufi Diisiince ve Sifa" konferans serisi
formatinda bir egitim programi diizenleyecektir. Program Uskiidar Universitesinde yiiz yiize
gerceklestirilecektir. Programin dili Ingilizce ve Tiirkce'dir.

Son basvuru tarihi: 21 Temmuz 2025 Pazartesi
U.U. Tasavvuf Arastirmalar1 Enstitiisii tarafindan diizenlenen iicretli bir egitim programidir.

Katilmecilara ~ Uskiidar ~ Universitesi  tarafindan ~ Program  Sertifikas1  verilecektir.
Programda 16 arastirmaci tarafindan 11’1 yiiz yiize 16 konferans verilecektir.

Konferanslar ayni zamanda cevrimi¢i (online) takip edilebilecektir. Katilimcilar bu
arastirmacilarla yiiz yiize tanisma ve yiiz yiize/¢evrimici soru sorma imkani bulacaklardir. Tiim
konferanslar Tiirkce ve Ingilizce simultane terciime yapilacaktir. Program sonrasinda
konferanslarin video kayitlar1 katilimeilarin erisimine 6 ay siireyle acik olacaktir.

Tiim ilgilenenler programa lectureseries@uskudar.edu.tr adresinden programa basvurabilir.

irtibat telefonlari: 0216 400 22 22 — 2851
https://tasavvuf.uskudar.edu.tr/tr
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INSAN, TASAVVUFT DUSUNCE ve SiFA II KONFERANS SERISi

10.00-11.00 11.20-12.20 15.00-16.00 16.20-17.20
e Seckin konuklarin
23.07.2025 katkilariyla
CARSAMBA olaganustu bir
atmosfer

Sorumlu Kisi
Omneya Ayad ¢ 16 akademisyen

tarafindan 16 ders

o ingilizce ve Turkce
dersler

i

KONUSMACI

Yasushi Tonaga Kenan GuUrsoy Emine Yeniterzi Oludamini Ogunnaike « ingilizce ve Tiirkce
simultane ceviri
Bir Yirminci Yuzyil o Ucretli sertifika

Mutasavvifi Kenan programi

Rifal BlyUkaksoy Sadece ve Daima « Gevrimigi erisim
KONEERANS Kaleydoskop Hakkinda Yayinlanan Na't-i Seriflerin Hz. Muhammed:
BASLIGI (cicek durbun) Bir Kitap ve Turk Tasavvufi Seyh ibrahim » 6ay boyunca.v.ideo
Misali Tasavvuf Entelektuel Temelleri Niasse'nin Nebevi kayitlarina erisim
Kamuoyunda 1951 Poetikasi o iletisim:
Yilina Ait Bazi lectureseries@uskudar.edu.tr

Yansimalar Il

Uskudar Universitesi Tasavvuf Arastirmalari Enstitisd, Kerim Vakfi'nin destegiyle,
23-27 Temmuz 2025 tarihleri arasinda "insan, Tasavvufi DUslince ve Sifa Konferans Serisi" baslikli bir egitim programina ev sahipligi yapiyor.
Program yuz yUze ve online olarak gergeklestirilecek.
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Uskudar Universitesi Tasavvuf Arastirmalari Enstitisd, Kerim Vakfi'nin destegiyle,
23-27 Temmuz 2025 tarihleri arasinda "insan, Tasavvufi DUslince ve Sifa Konferans Serisi" baslikli bir egitim programina ev sahipligi yapiyor.
Program yuz yUze ve online olarak gergeklestirilecek.
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Uskudar Universitesi Tasavvuf Arastirmalari Enstitisd, Kerim Vakfi'nin destegiyle,
23-27 Temmuz 2025 tarihleri arasinda "insan, Tasavvufi DUslnce ve Sifa Konferans Serisi" baslikli bir egitim programina ev sahipligi yapiyor.
Program yuz yUze ve online olarak gergeklestirilecek.
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Uskudar Universitesi Tasavvuf Arastirmalari Enstitisd, Kerim Vakfi'nin destegiyle,
23-27 Temmuz 2025 tarihleri arasinda "insan, Tasavvufi DUslince ve Sifa Konferans Serisi" baslikli bir egitim programina ev sahipligi yapiyor.
Program yuz yUze ve online olarak gergeklestirilecek.
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Uskudar Universitesi Tasavvuf Arastirmalari Enstitis(, Kerim Vakfi'nin destegiyle,
23-27 Temmuz 2025 tarihleri arasinda "insan, Tasavvufi Dislince ve Sifa Konferans Serisi" baslikli bir egitim programina ev sahipligi yapiyor.
Program yuUz yuze ve online olarak gergeklestirilecek.
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Kaleydoskop (cicek dirbiinii) Misali Tasavvuf

Sufizm (tasavvuf) “islam Mistisizmi” olarak ¢evrilmis ve bir tiir felsefe olarak incelenmistir. Bu sunum bu tanimi
sorgulamakta ve yeni bir resim ¢cizmeyi amaclamaktadir.

Ders iki kisma ayrilmistir. ilk b6liim, tasavvufu genel olarak mistisizmin islami bir versiyonu olarak agiklayan
tasavvuf calismalarinin tarihini incelemektedir. Tasavvuf sadece mistik felsefeyi degil ayni zamanda etik teorileri
de icermektedir. Ayni zamanda, sadece seckinler arasinda gelismekle kalmamis, siradan insanlar tarafindan da
genis capta kabul gérmustir. Tasavvufun “mistisizm-etik” ve “elit-halk” olmak lizere iki karsittan olusan dort
ceyrekle ifade edilebilecegi yeni bir fikir 6nerilmektedir.

ikinci bélim, tasavvuf ¢aligmalari igin birgok muhtemel yaklasimi tanitmaya ¢alismaktadir. Tasavvufun felsefi
hakikatini ve onun yapay ifadelerini igcerir. Hakikat zaman zaman diizyazida mistik felsefenin bir formu olarak ifade
edilebilir. Ayni hakikat baska zamanlarda siir formunda ifade edilir. Siire bazen muizik eslik eder, sonra da danslar.
Simdiye kadarki tasavvuf calismalari sadece felsefi yoni vurgulamis ve felsefeden siire (edebiyat), mizige ve
danslara (ritteller) dogru bir yelpaze olarak anlasiimasi gereken tasavvufun daha kapsayici bir resminin gizilmesi

ihmal edilmigtir.

Profesér Tonaga, Kyoto Universitesi Asya ve Afrika Saha Calismalari Enstitlsinde profesérdir. Kyoto Universitesi

Kenéan Rifai Tasawuf Arastirmalari Merkezi ve islami Calismalar Merkezinin de miduridir. Tokyo Universitesinden

Yasushi
Tonaga

mezundur. Kyoto Universitesinde doktorasini tamamlamistir. Baslica arastirma konusu, ibn Arabi ve Ekberi ekold(ir.

Ayni zamanda Orta Dogu Calismalari Japonya Dernegi’nin de baskanidir.
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Bir Yirminci Yizyil Mutasavvifi Kenan Rifai Blylkaksoy Hakkinda Yayinlanan Bir Kitap

ve Turk Entelektiiel Kamuoyunda 1951 Yilina Ait Bazi Yansimalar, Il

ARy

Bu seminer kapsaminda Kenan Rifai’nin (1867-1950) yakin 6grencileri tarafindan kaleme alinan Kenan Rifai ve
Yirminci Asrin Isiginda Misliimanlik (1951) kitabi hakkinda bir grup entelektielin degerlendirmeleri ele
alinacaktir. Eserde giindeme getirilen fikir ve tasvirlerin yorumlanma sekilleri ve yaklasimlari irdelenecektir.
Degerlendirmeler, eserin ¢iktigi tarih itibariyle Tirkiye’de dergahlarin sirlanisinin 26. yilinda, modern Tirkiye
sartlari cercevesinde bu mutasawvif sahsiyetin algilanisina dair ipuclari barindirmaktadir. S6z konusu telakkiler,
Kenan Rifal Blylkaksoy’un kiiltiirel ve manevi ihtiyaglara cevaben temsil ettigi anlayisin ve hayat tarzinin
acilmasina katki sunacaktir.

Prof. Dr. Kenan Glrsoy yliksek 6grenimini Fransa’da Rennes ve Paris Sorbonne (Paris 1V) Universitesinde tamamladi.
Atatlirk Universitesi Edebiyat Fakdiltesi Felsefe Béliimiinde géreve basladi. 1979’da Felsefe Doktoru, 1982’'de Yardimci
Docgent, 1983’te Sistematik Felsefe-Mantik alaninda Dogent tinvanlarini aldi. 1984 yili Kasim ayindan itibaren ise,
Ankara Universitesi Dil ve Tarih-Cografya Fakdiltesi Felsefe Béliimiinde, Felsefe Tarihi Anabilim Dalinda Dogent olarak
vazifeye basladi; Ocak 1989'da burada Profesér oldu. 1997’den 2009’a kadar Galatasaray Universitesi’nde énce iletisim
Fakultesinde, sonra Fen-Edebiyat Fakliltesi Felsefe Bélimiinde Ogretim Uyesi ve sonrasinda 2000-2009 yillari
arasinda Galatasaray Universitesi Fen-Edebiyat FakUiltesi Dekani olarak gérev yapti. 2009-2014 arasinda T(rkiye
Cumbhuriyeti’nin Vatikan nezdindeki Blytkelgisi idi. 2015 yilindan Haziran 2017’ye kadar istanbul Aydin Universitesi
Ogretim Uyesi ve Bati (Garbiyat) Arastirmalari Merkezi M(idUr(i olarak gérev yapti. Prof. Dr. Kenan Glrsoy, 2013
yilindan itibaren Cenan Vakfi Miitevelli Heyet Baskani olarak gbrevini ylritmektedir. Calismalari daha ziyade Ahlak

Felsefesi, Karsilastirmali Dini Etik, Fenomenoloji, Ekzistans Felsefesi ve Tasavvuf alanlarindadir.
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Na't-i Seriflerin Tasavvufi Temelleri

Na’t-i serifler, islam edebi geleneginde Hz. Peygamber’e duyulan derin sevgiyi ve onun isttin 6zelliklerini dile
getiren siirlerdir. Bu derste; baslica kaynaklari Kur’an-1 Kerim ve hadisler olan ve zengin muhtevasinda sifi
sairlerin ayet ve hadis yorumlarina genis yer verilen na’tlerin tasavvufi temelleri ele alinacak; varlik, bilgi ve
ahlak basliklari altinda sairlerin Hz. Muhammed (sav) tasavvurlari tizerinde durulacaktir.

Profescr Yeniterzi, Selgcuk Universitesi Edebiyat Fakdiltesi Ttirk Dili ve Edebiyati B6limiinden 1981'de mezun oldu. Eski
Turk Edebiyati alaninda, ‘Divan Siirinde Hz. Peygamber’in isim ve Sifatlari-Esma-i Nebi” adli teziyle yiiksek lisansini

(1983), ‘Divan Siirinde Na't” konulu tezi ile doktorasini (1989) tamamladi. Akademik hayatina 1981-2011 yillari

Emine
Yeniterzi

arasinda Selguk Universitesinde, 2011-2015 yillari arasinda da istanbul Medeniyet Universitesinde devam etti. Halen
Uskudar Universitesi Tasawwuf Arastirmalari Enstitlisiinde ¢alismaktadir. Baslica ¢alisma alanlari, Klasik Turk siiri,
metin serhi, dini-ahlaki-tasavvufi mesneviler, manzum dini tiirler ve Mevlana Celaleddin-i RGmi’dir. Dokuz kitabi,

bilimsel dergilerde yayimlanmis makaleleri, ulusal ve uluslararasi bilimsel toplantilarda sunulmusg bildirileri vardir.
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Sadece ve Daima Hz. Muhammed: Seyh ibrahim Niasse’nin Nebevi Poetikasi

Bu sunumda, Afrika kitasinda glinimiiziin en popliler tasavvuf hareketi olan Feyzi Ticaniliginin kurucusu Seyh
ibrahim Niasse’nin (6. 1975) (i¢ kisa risalesi ve siirleri incelenerek Seyh Niasse’nin manevi tekamiiliin nebevi
poetikasi 6zetlenecektir. Bu poetika, Muhammedi hakikatte kesisen kozmoloji, epistemoloji ve antropolojiden
olusmaktadir ve onun edebi eserlerini ve Ticani miridlerin manevi, sosyal ve entelektiel hayatlarini sekillendirmekte
ve hareketlendirmektedir. Bu arastirma daha dnce yapilan Ticani gelenek ve Magribi/Bati Afrika tasavvufu
¢alismalarina dayanarak nebevi poetikanin “insan” kavraminin olusumundaki etkisini ve Niasse’ninki gibi edebi

eserlerin ilim ahlaki ve modern ‘Batili’ “insan” kategorisine miidahalesini inceleyerek sonuglanmaktadir.

Virginia Universitesinde Afrika Dini Dis(incesi alaninda dogent olarak gérev yapmaktadir. Bati ve Kuzey Afrika
tasavvufu ile Yoruba Orisa geleneklerinin entelektiiel ve sanatsal boyutlari (izerine uzmanlasmistir. Doktorasini
Harvard Universitesi Afrika ve Afrika K6kenli Amerikali Calismalar Béliim(’nde tamamlamis; lisans derecesini, yine
ayni Universiteden, Bilissel Sinirbilim ve Afrika Calismalari alanlarinda almistir. Yayimlanmis eserleri arasinda sunlar
Oludaminni yer almaktadir: Derin Bilgi: Tasavwwuf ve Ifa’da Bilme Bicimleri, iki Bati Afrika Entelektiiel Gelenegi (Bu kitap, ASWAD
Ogunnaike (Diinya Gapinda Afrika Diasporasi Calismalari Dernegi) tarafindan verilen En lyi ilk Kitap Odili’'ni kazanmistir) (2020);
Nebevi Keméle Na t: Bati Afrika Methiyeleri ve Ornekleri (2020), Bulutlar Kitabi (2024). Ogunnaike, halihazirda
tasavvuf siiri ve poetikasina dair bir podcast ve kitap projesi ile Yoruba mitolojisi (izerine bir kitap Gizerinde

calismaktadir.
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Ahmed ibn Acibe’nin Duslincesinde Hz. Muhammed'’in Maneviyati

Bu ders, varolusun tohumu olarak kabul edilen Hz. Muhammed’in manevi babaligini inceleyecektir. Bu tema,
Muhammedi nur ve nebevi rahmet kavramlarini ve bunlarin nebevi ahlaki karakterle iliskisini incelemeye yol acar.
ibn Acibe ayrica, eger Rahman’in bir oglu olsaydi, o zaman bu yakinliga en ¢ok hak kazananin Hz. Muhammed
olacagini, ¢linkli onun nurunun varlikta ilk ortaya gikan sey olmasi nedeniyle ezelde Allah’a kulluk / ilk ibadet eden
oldugunu aciklar. Nebevi maneviyata dair daha pek ¢ok konu, ibn Acibe’nin Kur’an tefsiri tizerinde silinmez bir
etki birakan en etkili iki tasavvuf alimi Ebu’l-Kasim el-Kuseyri ve Rlzbihan el-Bakli el-Sirazi’'nin gorisleriyle

birlikte ayrintili olarak ele alinacaktir.

Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Ayad, Kahire'deki Amerikan Universitesinde Gazetecilik ve Kitle iletisimi alaninda lisans egitimini tamamladiktan
hemen sonra, Ezher Universitesinde Sufi Arap ve islam Arastirmalari Akademisinde lisans egitimi gérdd. Yiiksek lisansini, Kahire
Amerikan Universitesinde tamamladiktan sonra, ingiltere Exeter Universitesinde Arapga ve Islam Calismalari Enstitlistinde
doktoraya basladi. “ibn Ajibe (d. 1224/1809) ve Kur’an'in engin uzmanligi: Fas Sufi Geleneginde Ask” konulu tezi ile doktora
derecesini aldi. Yiksek lisans egitimi sirasinda Kahire Amerikan Universitesinde isléam Tarihi alaninda arastirma goérevlisi olarak
calisti. Ayrica Exeter Universitesindeki Arapca ve [slam Arastirmalari Enstitisiinde son iki yil boyunca, arastirma gérevlisi olarak

gorev yapti ve lisans 6grencileri icin Arapga dersleri verdi.
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Bir Arifi Bir Bagka Arifle Anlamaya Calismak: Hz. Mevlana Ornegi

Bir arifi baska bir arifle anlamaya calismak bir kutsal yontemdir. Bir ayeti bir baska ayetle anlamak, Kur’an’da yer alan
bir ayeti “kable men serea” denilen, islam’dan evvel gelmis mesela incil veya Tevrat’ta yer alan bir ayetle anlamaya /
anlamlandirmaya calismak gibi bir yéntem vardir. Bir ayeti Peygamber Efendimizin bir séziiyle yani siinnetle
anlamlandirmaya galismak bir yéntemdir. Bir ayeti veya Peygamber Efendimizin bir s6zlinl bir sahabenin s6ziiyle
anlamlandirmaya galismak gibi yontemlerin izahindan sonra bir arifi bir baska arifle anlamaya ¢alismak seklinde
kullanilan ydntem agiklanacaktir. Buna birbirini serh etme denilebilir.

Bu manada Mevlana’yi ibnii’'l-Arabi ile anlamaya / anlamlandirmaya galismak tizere bir yéntem tatbik edilebilir. Tarih
boyunca bu yénteme karsi ¢ikanlar olmustur. Mesela Abduilbaki Golpinarli Ahmed Avni Konuk beyin Fusus Serhi ve
Mesnevi Serhine karsi ¢ikarken ‘ibn Arabici bakis agisiyla Mevlana’yi yorumlamaktadir, alakasi yoktur, iki kisi de ayri
seyler sdylemektedir,’ diyerek onlari birbirlerinden ayirmaya calismistir.

Farabi, birbirinden ayri konustugu sdylenilen Eflatun ve Aristo’nun bile arasini “el-cem beyne re’iye’l-hakemeyn” demek
suretiyle iki hakimin/bilgenin arasini cem’ etmek gibi bir yontem izlemistir. Ders bu yontemin takdimi hakkinda
olacaktir.

Prof. Dr. Mahmud Erol Kilig [stanbul Universitesi Siyasal Bilgiler Fakdiltesinden mezun olduktan (1985) sonra Marmara
Universitesinde [slam Felsefesi alaninda ylksek lisans yapti (1989), ardindan ibn Arabi distincesi (izerine doktorasini savundu
(1995). istanbul'daki Tiirk ve islam Eserleri Mizesi'nin baskanligini (2005-2008) y(ir(ittii ve ardindan 2008-2018 yillari arasinda
Mahmud Erol iiT Uyesi Ulkeler Parlamentolar Birligi (PUIC, Tahran) Genel Sekreteri, bunu takiben, Endonezya Cumhuriyeti nezdinde Tiirkiye
Kili Cumbhuriyeti Bliytikelgisi olarak atandi (2019-2021). Uskidar Universitesi Tasavwuf Arastirmalari Enstitisu 6gretim yesi olan
Prof. Kilig simdi islam isbirligi Teskilatinin (iiT) kilttrel alt kurulusu olan islam Tarih, Sanat ve Kdltlr Arastirma Merkezinin

(IRCICA) Genel Direktérii olarak gérev yapmaktadir.
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Gazali’'nin Kibir ve Ucub Kitabi

Bu derste tasavvufun en 6nemli erdemi olan tevazu anlayisini inceleyecegiz. Arastirmamizi Kur’an ve Hadislere
dayandirarak, tevazu ve ziddi olan gurur (kibr/tekebbiir) ve kendini begenmislik (ucb) tizerine gesitli klasik islami
ahlaki sozler ve metinlerle ilgilenecegiz. Bu sayede tasavvufun insan benligine ve onun miikemmellestirilmesi
arayisina dair 6zgilin bakis agisini daha berrak bir sekilde gérebilecegiz.

Mohammed Rustom, Carleton Universitesi'nde islam Dislincesi Profesérii ve Tokat islam Arastirmalari Enstittisi'nin maddriddr.
Calismalari ondan fazla dile gevrilmis, uluslararasi alanda taninan bir akademisyen ve filozof olan Profesér Rustom, islam
felsefesi, Arap ve Fars tasawuf edebiyati, Kur'an calismalari, cagdas islam diistincesi, ¢eviri teorisi ve kiltirler arasi felsefe
alanlarinda on besten fazla kitap ve ylizden fazla makale yayimlamistir.
Son dénem calismalari arasinda Islamic Thought and the Art of Translation (Brill, 2022) [islam Ddsdincesi ve Terciime Sanatt],
Mohammed The Essence of Reality (NYU Press, 2023) [Hakikatin Ozii], Inrushes of the Heart: The Sufi Philosophy of Ayn al-Qudat (SUNY
Rustom Press, 2023) [Kalp Atiglari: Ayne’l-Kudat Hemedéani’nin Tasawuf Felsefesi/Dislincesi] ve A Sourcebook in Global Philosophy
(Equinox, 2025) [Kiresel Felsefe icin bir Kaynak Kitap].
Profesér Rustom ayrica Studies in Islamic Thought (Brill) [islam Duslncesi Calismalari] dergisinin bag editérd, Islamic
Intellectual Traditions (Brill) [islami Entelektiiel Gelenekler] dergisinin bas editérd, Brill'in Islamic History and Civilization [islam
Tarihi ve Medeniyeti] kitap serisinin editérlerindendir. Ayrica Equinox Yayinlarinin Global Philosophy [Kiiresel Felsefe] serisinin

editéri ve Tokat islam Klasikleri Kitlphanesi'nin (Fons Vitae) genel editériddr.
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Ferididdin Attar'in Siirlerinde Askin Doénlsturuciu Potansiyeli

Tasavvuf geleneginde askin poetikasi genellikle sembolik veya edebi terimlerle, éncelikle manevi
6zlemin ve ilahi birligin sanatsal bir ifadesi olarak anlasilir. Ancak bu seminer, sifi sairlerin -6zellikle
de Feridiiddin Attar’in- ask tizerine meditasyonlar araciligiyla islam ilahiyati ve felsefi geleneklerle nasil
dogrudan iliski kurduklarini arastirmaktadir. Yani, askin sadece siirsel veya mistik-etik bir tema olarak
degil, daha genis anlamda islam’da ciddi bir teolojik ve felsefi diistinme bigcimi olarak nasil islev
goérdigind inceler. Her seyi riske atma istegi ve aklin terk edilmesi gibi temalar, 6zellikle erken dénem
Fars sairi Sanai tarafindan sekillendirilen tasavvufi ask siirindeki bir yériingenin doruk noktasini temsil
eden ‘Attar’in eserinde gucll bir sekilde ortaya ¢ikar. Bu temalar ‘Attar’in gazellerinin yani sira Esrar-
name ya da Sirlar Kitabinda da belirgindir; burada ask bir tiir iksir ve asik da bir anti-kahraman olarak
karsimiza c¢ikar - ki bu kisi genellikle zahit ya da alimden daha derin bir teolojik kavrayisa sahiptir.
‘Attar’in siirinde uyumsuzluk, hem zamaninin manevi ve ahlaki krizlerine hem de bunlara yol agan
entelektiiel kosullara bir yanit haline gelir.

Central Florida Universitesi Felsefe Bélimiinde Gazzali islam Arastirmalari Seckin Profeséri olarak gérev yapmaktadir.
Zargar’in arastirma alanlari, tasawvuf ile islam felsefesi arasindaki metafiziksel, estetik ve etik kesisim noktalarina
odaklanmaktadir. En son yayimlanan kitaplari arasinda Ask Dini: Attar’in Siirsel imgeleminde Tasawuf ve Nefsin Déntistim
(2024); Kerbela Ahlaki: Mitler, Modernite ve Asaletin Faziletleri (2024); ve Cilalanmis Ayna: islam Felsefesi ve Tasawufta
Hikéye Anlaticiligi ve Fazilet Arayisi (2017) isimli eserleri yer almaktadir. Zargar, halihazirda Brill Yayinevi biinyesinde
yayinlanan Journal of Sufi Studies ve Islamic Intellectual Traditions dergilerinde yardimci editérliik gérevini ylritmektedir.

Ayrica New York’taki ileri Dlzey islam Arastirmalari Enstitlistinde Arastirma Bolim( Direktori olarak gérev yapmaktadir.
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Annemarie Schimmel’in Senelik Mektuplarinin islam Arastirmalarindaki Roli

Annemarie Schimmel, siiphesiz ki kendi déneminde sahasinin en taninmis temsilcisiydi. islam kdltirinin her alanda
renklerini sadece Almanca konusulan gcevrelerde degil, uluslararasi diizeyde, onunla ilgilenen énemli bir kitleye
ulastirdi. islam arastirmalarinin o dénemde mevcut ve ona dar gelen sinirlarini genisletti; Hindistan, Pakistan onun
arastirmalarinda énemli bir yere sahip oldu.

Geleneksel tarzda bir akademisyenin islam’a yaklagiminin 6tesinde, arastirmalarinin sadece rasyonel degil, ayni
zamanda duygu ve estetik yoniine de agirlik kazandirdi. Calismamizin ana konusu Schimmel’in her sene sonunda
meslektaslarina adeta senelik bir rapor tarzinda yazarak yolladigi mektuplaridir. Bu mektuplarda kendi yaptigi ya da
yapilmasina vesile oldugu/tesvik ettigi calismalar, katildigi konferans ve toplantilar, kurdugu iliskiler, gérdigi ilke ve
mekanlar vb. hakkindaki zengin yorum ve ifadeleri, Schimmel’in islam ve Tasavvuf arastirmalarindaki roliine, yaklasim

tarzi ve lislubuna, kendi maneviyatina ve sahaya katkilarina dair 6nemli ipuglari icermektedir.

Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Guldiituna, Istanbul Universitesi Cerrahpasa Tip Fak(iltesinden mezun oldu. Kosuyolu Kalp ve Arastirma
Hastanesinde Anesteziyoloji ihtisasini tamamladi. Frankfurt’ta Prof. Fuat Sezgin’in Arap-islam Bilimler Tarihi Enstitisiinde (¢
senelik Arapga egitimini bitirdi. 2005-2011 yillar arasinda Frankfurt Johann Wolfgang Goethe Universitesinde islam ve Din

Bilimleri bolimiinde, ‘Buchstabensymbolik bei 1bn Arabi” (ibn Arabi’de Harf Sembolizmi) adli teziyle de ylksek lisansini, ayni

H. Dilek
Guldutuna

Universitenin islam Arastirmalari béliiminde “Konstruktionen des weiblichen bei Ken'an Rifai: Das weibliche als Spiegel der
gottlichen Wirklichkeit” (Kenan Rifai’de Hakk’in Aynasi Olarak Kadin) isimli teziyle doktorasini tamamladi. Halen, Frankfurt
Johann Wolfgang Goethe Universitesi’nde ve Uskldar Universitesi Tasawuf Arastirmalari Enstitlisiinde tasawuf alaninda dersler
vermektedir. Sembolizm, ibn Arabi’de harf sembolizmi, islam tasawufunda kadinin rolii ve sembol olarak disilik ve erkeklik,

[slam kdltarinin distince ve bilimler tarihindeki rolii ve batidaki etkileri gibi konular bagslica ilgi alanlarini teskil etmektedir.
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Tasavvuf ve Sifa: Tabib Safilerin Tedavi Yontemleri

islam’in manevi batini yonini ifade eden tasavvuf yolunda bedeni ve rihi birtakim hastaliklar icin degisik tedavi
usulleri gelistirildigi goériilmektedir. O ylizden bazi pirler irsad ehli olmanin yani sira tabip olarak da taninmistir.
Bilindigi gibi asr-1 saadette Peygamber Efendimiz hem ilaglarla hem de dualar okuyarak (rukye) hastalari tedavi
etmistir. Takip eden dénemlerde tasavvuf ehli bu usulleri tevaris etmis, 6zellikle rukyeden yogun bir sekilde
yararlanmistir. Bu dersimizde Peygamber Efendimizin tedavi usullerinden kisaca s6z ettikten sonra temel eserler

ve tabip sufiler 6rnek olarak belirtilerek tasavvuf ehlinin uygulamalarina yer verilecektir.

Profesér Ongdren, Marmara Universitesi ilahiyat FakUltesi’ni bitirdi. Ayni (iniversitenin Sosyal Bilimler Enstitisi
Tasawwuf Tarihi Bilim Dali’'nda 1990°da Yiiksek Lisans’ini, 1996’da da Doktora’sini tamamladi. 1996-2000 yillari arasinda
Turkiye Diyanet Vakfi islam Arastirmalari Merkezi'nde (ISAM) tasavvuf arastirmacisi olarak ¢alisti. Ocak 2001’de istanbul
Universitesi ilahiyat Fak(iltesi’ne Yardimci Dogent olarak atandi. Kasim 2001'de Dogent, Kasim 2007'de Profesér oldu.
2004-2005 ve 2005-2006 egitim-6gretim dénemlerinde Sofya Yiiksek islam Enstitlisi’nde misafir 6gretim Uyesi olarak

Resat
Ongoéren

gorev yapti. Sahasiyla ilgili hazirladigi pek cok makale, teblig, ansiklopedi maddesi ve kitap béliimleri yayimlanan Resat
Ongdren’in Osmanlilar’da Tasawuf: Anadolu’da Sfiler, Devlet ve Ulema (istanbul 2000, 2003, 2012, 2016) ile Tarihte Bir
Aydin Tarikati Zeyniler ([istanbul 20031, Alimlerin Gézdesi Bir Tarikat: Zeyniyye, istanbul 2012) isimli kitaplari
bulunmaktadir. Ayrica ISAM tarafindan ¢ikartilan 44+2 cildlik islam Ansiklopedisi (DiA) ve Tunus’ta nesredilmekte olan
MevsUatu a lami’l-ulemai ve’l-udebai’l-Arabi ve’l-mUslimin isimli Arapga ansiklopedi icin maddeler hazirladi. Halen

Usktidar Universitesi Tasawuf Arastirmalari Enstitlisiinde 6gretim Uyesi olarak gérevini stirdtirmektedir.
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Agir Kaya Her iki Taraftan Kaldirilir: Siyahi Atlantik’te Tasavvuf, Sifa ve Zikir

Bu sunumda, kurucu Seyh Mustafa’nin kasidelerinin farkli Afrika kokenli Mislimanlar tarafindan kolektif olarak icra
edilmesinin nasil ortak bir bilinci harekete gegirdigini ve Allah’i zikretmekle mesgul Bati Afrikali, adeta viicut bulmus bir islami
bilme gelenegini aktardigini gosterecegim. Zikir, bu anlamda, Allah’a yaklasmaya ¢alisirken diasporik bilincin (kendini
hatirlama) formiile edilmesine yardimci olan adanmighk pratigi olarak islev gérmektedir. Gliney Carolina eyaletindeki Moncks
Corner ve cevresindeki Afrikali Mustafaviyye Miislimanlari arasindaki dini baglantilari inceleyerek, Amerika’nin giineyindeki
siyahi Masliiman varliginin miraslarini aydinlatmak igin siyahi Amerikali Miisliiman tarih ve politikalarinin hakim anlatisini
sehirli kuzeyin 6tesine tasiyorum. Bununla birlikte, Amerika’nin giineyindeki siyahi Misliimanlar ile Afrikali Mislimanlarin
somirgecilik ve irkciligi epeyce farkl deneyimledikleri daha genis bir kiiresel Gliney - &zellikle Senegal’i gbz 6niinde
bulundurarak - arasinda da oldukga canli iligkiler ortaya ¢cikmaktadir. Belirttigim lizere, Mustafaviyye Tarikati’'nin Mislimanlari
sadece yasayanlarla iliski kurmaya calismiyor, ayni zamanda onlari ziyaret ederek ve emeklerinin mirasini onurlandirarak vefat
eden soylu atalariyla, 6zellikle de mesayih ile iliski kurmaya caligiyorlar. Bati Afrika Sufi geleneginin aktarimi yoluyla kurulan bu
ata bagi, Gliney Amerika’da ve Bati Afrika’da siginma yerleri kurmanin ve buralara erismenin de yolunu agiyor. Bu baglamda,
akrabaliklar ailevi baglardan ziyade insanlarin manevi/dini bir hatirlama mirasi tizerine kurulu derin ve kalici baglar kurmasiyla
ilgilidir.

North Carolina Universitesi Chapel Hill'de Din Bilimleri alaninda yardimci dogent ve Kenan Rifaf islam Calismalari bursiyeridir.
George Mason Universitesi blinyesindeki Kiiresel islam Calismalari Merkezi tarafindan da desteklenen “Siyah Amerikali
Musliman Enternasyonalizmi Projesi’nin danisma kurulu Uyesidir. Ayrica UNC'de Musliiman Ogrenciler Dernegi ve yeni kurulan
Siyah Mdsliiman Kolektifi’nin akademik danismanligini yapmaktadir. Carter’in akademik calisma alanlari, Siyah Atlantik’teki
MUsliman yasami ve aglari Uzerine yogunlasmakta ve 6zellikle dinf gliclendirme konularina odaklanmaktadir. Diger projelerine
ek olarak, su anda Engin Okyanuslar: Mustafaviyye Tarikatinde Allah’i ve Nefsi Hatirlamak baslikli bir kitap projesi lizerinde
calismaktadir. Bu calisma, Gliney Carolina ve Senegal’'deki Afrikali-Amerikali ve Bati Afrikali Msliimanlardan olusan Atlantik
Gtesi tasawufi agin cok merkezli bir etnografisi mahiyetindedir.




23-27 Temmuz 2025
Uskadar Universitesi, Tasavvuf Arastirmalari EnstitUsu

INSAN, TASAVVUFI DUSUNCE ve SiFA II KONFERANS SERISi

Huseyin ibn Mansur el-Hallac'in Kitab el-Tavasin’inde Vahyin Mistik Anlami

Erken donem sifilerinden el-Hiseyin ibn Mansur el-Hallac’in (6. 309/922) gliniimiize ulasan az sayidaki eserinden biri olan
Kitabi’l-Tavasin, 1913 yilinda Louis Massignon tarafindan ilk defa yayinlandigindan beri tartisma konusu olan esrarengiz bir
kisa metinler koleksiyonudur. Bu sunumda metnin Gislubu ve diizeni (kafiyeli nesirle yazilmis genis béliimler de dahil olmak
tizere), temalari, sembolleri ve Kur'an’dan alintilanan metinler incelenecektir. Hallac, bu metinde Hz. Muhammed’in
peygamberligini bildiren vahyin felsefi yorumunu sunar. Hz. Musa’nin Sina Dagr’'nda Allah’in sesiyle karsilasmasi ve Hz.
Muhammed’in Kur’an’da sdre 53’te anlatilan miraci; goge yikselisi ve Allah’la gériismesinin metnin 6zind olusturan en
o6nemli noktalar oldugu belirgindir. En dramatik/dokunakli bélim, Hz. Muhammed ve Hz. Musa’nin peygamber olarak
mukayesesiyle, yegane gercek tektanrici oldugunu iddia eden iblis’in sasirtici goriiniimuini igerir. Daha genel olarak,
Tavasin’in gelisen fikirler izerine kurulu, mistik gramer retorigiyle giiclendirilmis ve yok olusun/fenanin anlasilamaz ¢olii
mahiyetindeki bilgi anlatilariyla 6rneklendirilmis bir mistik bilgi teorisi sunan yari kutsal bir metin olarak tasarlandigina dair
deliller sunulacaktir. Hallac sadece Allah’in mesru bir sekilde “Ben varim” diyebilecegini iddia ettigine gére, Hallac’in kendi
iddialarinin anlami nedir ve bunlar nasil okunmalidir? Bu sunumda ele alinacak konu ve sorulardir.

Profescr Ernst, 1973'te Stanford Universitesinde dinlerin karsilastiriimasi Gzerine yaptigi calisma ile taninmistir. Doktorasini 1981°de
Harvard Universitesinden alan Ernst, 1981-1992 yillari arasinda Pomona College’da 6gretim Uyeligi yapmistir. Calismalarinda Bati ve
Gliney Asya’ya odaklanan Ernst’in Arapga, Farsca ve Urduca arastirmalari temel alan basili yayinlari baslica su (i¢ alanda
toplanmaktadir: islami etiitlerde genel ve kritik meseleler, modernite éncesi ve glinimuz tasavwufu, Hint-Misltiman kaltdrd. Ernst
2005 yilinda Hz. Muhammed'’in Yolunda islamiyeti Gliniimdz Dinyasinda Yeniden Distinmek adli kitabr ile “DOST islam’a Hizmet

Carl W. Ernst

Oduli"ne layik goriilmus ve eser Tlrkgeye cevrilmistir. 2009 yilinda Chapel Hill North Carolina Universitesi, Din Arastirmalari Bélimd
adina TURKKAD ile ortaklasa olarak Ken'an Rifai islam Arastirmalari Kirstsindn kurulusunu gerceklestirmistir. Tasavwuf lizerine
yapmis oldugu calismalar, 6zellikle Hint alt kitasi ve iran kiltiri kapsaminda, islam tasavwufunun edebi, tarihsel ve cagdas yonlerine
odaklanmistir. UNC Orta Dogu ve islam Arastirmalari Merkezi'nin es direktdrii ve Kuzey Carolina Universitesi Yayinlarinin islam
Medeniyeti ve Misliiman Cevreler Serisinin Yazi isleri Middr Yardimcisidir.
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Tevhid manevi sifadir

Tevhid sevgilinin yiizii suyu hiirmetine bitiin farkliliklari birlemektir, ¢linki{ yaratan O’dur, yarattigina saygi
duyarak yaratmistir. O halde herkese hiirmet etmek her yerde birligi gérmek, bir ve beraber olmak

boélinmemektir.

Universite egitimini Kimya Mihendisliginde tamamladiktan sonra kimya 6gretmeni olarak gérev yapmistir. Halen, Tirk
Kadinlari Kiltir Dernegi'nin (TURKKAD) istanbul Subesi Baskanligi gérevini yliriitmektedir. Tasawuf alaninda yurt i¢i ve yurt
disinda ¢ok y6nli calismalar yapmaktadir. TURKKAD ¢atisi altinda bir ¢ok uluslararasi sesmpozyum, Dost islam’a Hizmet
Oddlleri ve islam arastirmalarina yénelik girisime 6nctiliik etmistir. North Carolina Universitesi (UNC-Chapel Hill) Dini Etditler
Bolimiinde (2009) ve Pekin Universitesi ileri BeserT Bilimler Enstitiistinde (2011) “Kenan Rifai Distinguished Professorship on
Islamic Studies” kirstlerinin ve 2015 yilinda Kyoto Universitesi’nde Kenan Rifai Tasawuf Arastirmalari Merkezinin kurulmasini
Cemdlnur saglamistir. Cemalnur Sargut tasawwuf alanina yénelik calismalari desteklemek ve (niversitelerde tasavvufun calisma zeminini

Sargut artirmak amaciyla 2013 yilinda Kerim Egitim Kdltiir ve Saglik Vakfini tesis etmistir. Bu girisimle birlikte Uskiidar Universitesi
Kurucu Rektéri Prof. Dr. Nevzat Tarhan’la gl birligi yaparak, 2014 yilinda Uskidar Universitesi Tasavwuf Arastirmalari
Enstitisind kurmuslardir. Yayinlanmis 30’a yakin eseri Kur'an-i1 Kerim (zerine bliylik mutasawviflarin yorumlarina dayali
calismalari ve FusUsu’l Hikem serhleri tizerine yogunlasmistir. istanbul’da 20 yili askin stiredir halka agik Mesnevi ve Fusisu’l
Hikem sohbetleri yapmaktadir. Alimanya, Amerika, Hindistan gibi (lkelerde islam Tasawufu alaninda dtizenli olarak seminerler
vermektedir. Halen Uskidar Universitesi Rektér Danismani olarak gérev yapmakta ve Uskiidar Universitesinde dersler
vermektedir.
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Klasik islam Ahlak Anlayisinda Ahlak ve Saghk Etkilesimi

Bu derste, klasik islam disiincesinde ahlak ve saglk arasindaki etkilesimi, 6zellikle Ebx Bekir er-Razi’nin et-Tibb
er-Rahani (“Manevi Tip”) adh eserine odaklanarak inceleyecegiz. Razi bu risalesinde 6fke, keder veya aggozliilik
gibi durumlarin ruhtaki gercek hastaliklar olarak anlasilmasinin ve rasyonel yollarla tedavisinin miimkiin oldugu
dikkate deger bir etik-terapétik yaklasim gelistirir. Bedensel tipla bir analoji kurarak, bilgi, 6z-disiiniim ve
entelektiiel disipline dayanan bir manevi sifa modelinin ana hatlarini gizer. islam ilim gelenegi icinde Razi’nin
tibbi antropoloji ve felsefi etik arasinda izledigi essiz yol incelenecek, giiniimiz dislincelerine de uyarlanabilir,

etik arinma ve psiko-fiziksel esenlik hali olan insan saadetine dair bitiincil bir anlayisa katkisi anlatilacaktir.

Berlin Humboldt Universitesi islam ilahiyati Enstitisiinde islami Egitim ve Pratik ilahiyat alaninda profesér olarak
gdrev yapmaktadir. Arastirma alanlari arasinda din egitimi ve pedagojisi, erdem etigi, MUsliiman kadinlar ve
karsilastirmali teoloji yer almaktadir. Isik, Gottingen Georg-August Universitesinden uluslararasi kamu hukuku ve
pedagoji alaninda yliksek lisans derecesine ve Paderborn Universitesinden doktora derecesine sahip olup, Paderborn
ve Roma’da Katolik ilahiyati egitimi almistir. ilaveten, Osnabrick Universitesinde ve Bursa ve Ankara ilahiyat
Fakultelerinde islami Egitim alaninda ileri diizey tahsil grmustdr. Isik, Almanca kaleme alinmis olan islam Din Egitimi
didaktigi tzerine yazilmis ilk ders kitabinin (2022) yardimci editéridir. Karakter insasi konulu monografisi 2022
yilinda yayimlanmistir. Isik’in editorltgind Ustlendigi islami-Estetik Egitim adli son yayinlanan eserde, gesitli

yazarlarin estetik deneyim yoluyla 6grenmenin farkli boyutlari ele alinmaktadir.
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Tevhidin Tasavvufi Poetikasi: Hz. Mevlana’nin Mesnevi-i M@nevi'sinde Sevgilinin Sembolik Evriminin izini Stirmek

Bu seminer, Mevlana Celaleddin ROmi’nin Mesnevi-i Ma’nevi’sinde tasvir edildigi sekliyle asik ve masuk arasinda
gelisen iligkiyi incelemekte ve onlarin yolculugunun benlige baglh ayriliktan mistik birlige dogru manevi ilerlemeyi
nasil sembolize ettigini vurgulamaktadir. Asigin benlik iddiasi (“ben”) ve sevgilinin ikiligi reddetmesiyle baglayan
Mesnevi, ruhun benlik-yok olusuna (fena) dogru verdigi miicadeleyi tekrar tekrar dramatize eder. Alti kitaptan secilen

bélimler araciligiyla - mizahi ve paradoksal alisverislerden derin alegorilere kadar - bu ¢alisma, askin metaforlarinin

A Ay

pedagojik 6nemini analiz etmek igin bir Sufi hermendétigi kullanmaktadir. Mevlana’nin Mesnevi’si, siirsel imgelerin ve
sembolik anlatilarin nasil dondstiriicl araglar olarak hizmet ettigini gostererek, yalnizca askin duygusal yogunlugunu
tasvir etmekle kalmaz, ayni zamanda arayiciyi varolussal tatmin ve ilaht birlige dogru yonlendirir. Nihayetinde bu
sunum, Mevlana’nin siirinde “Ben” ve “Sen” arasindaki yolun, 6zsel birligin gerceklesmesiyle sonuclanan incelikli bir

ruhani yoriingeyi yansittigini ortaya koymaktadir.

Arzu Eylil Yalginkaya, Uskldar Universitesi Tasavwuf Arastirmalari Enstitis('nde 6gretim Uyesidir. Arastirmalarinda tasavvufun
modernite ve sekllerizm ile kesisim noktalarini incelemekte ve ge¢ Osmanli dénemi tasavwuf hareketlerine odaklanmaktadir.
Yiiksek lisans tezini “Ken'an Rifai'nin (6. 1950) Mat(ridi Séylemleri” (izerine hazirlayan Yalginkaya, daha sonra Harvard Extension
School’da (i¢ yil boyunca din bilimleri alaninda yiiksek lisans dersleri aldi. Ken’an Rifai’nin Hayati, Eserleri ve Tasawufl

Arzu EylUl Dustincesi’ni inceledigi doktora tezi monografi olarak yayimlandi (2020). Halen Harvard Universitesi Orta Dogu Calismalari
Yalgcinkaya Merkezi’nde misafir arastirmaci olarak ‘Ge¢ Osmanli imparatorlugu ile Erken Cumhuriyet Tiirkiye’si Arasinda Sfi Entelektiellerin
Kurucu Kopri Rolli” lizerine doktora sonrasi arastirma yapmaktadir. Son zamanlarda 19. ylizyil Sufi akustik mekanlar Uzerine
yaptigi calismalar, Harvard ilahiyat Fakdltesi, Yakin Dogu Dilleri ve Medeniyetleri ve diger ilgili mekanlarda Sufi mizigi ve siiri
Uzerine etkinliklere yol acti. ‘Hakikatin Pesinde: Celaleddin-i RGmi’nin Mesnevi-i Manevi'deki Mutluluk Algisi” baslikli makalesi ve

Any

Ahmed er-Rifai’'nin (6. 1182) biyografisi tizerine yazdigi kitabi yayim asamasindadir.
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Samiha Ayverdi'nin Mdldkatlar Eserindeki Tevhid Anlayisi

Samiha Ayverdi’nin M(ilakatlar isimli eseri ilk defa 2005 senesinde yayinlanmistir. Ayverdi kendisini muhtelif
vesilelerle 1940’l1 yillarda ziyarete gelen dénemin ileri gelenleri, akademisyen, yazar, asker, 6grenci ve farkli sosyo-
ekonomik gruplardan misafirleriyle konusmalarini gériismelerin hemen akabinde kaydetmistir. Ziyaretgilerin
cogunlugu Ayverdi’'nin kitaplarini okuduktan sonra yasadiklari heyecan, aldiklari zevk ve hissettikleri imidi
kendisine anlatirlar. Bir yandan da dénemin yasakli politikalarina ragmen onun bdyle kuvvetle ifade edebildigi
roman ve kisa hikaye tarzindaki eserlerinde tasavvufun tevhid anlayisinin aktarimina duyduklari hayranligi ifade
ederler. “islamiyet tevhide ermis vahdet felsefesinde yaratilisin sirrini gizlemistir” (2015: 435) diyen Samiha Ayverdi
mirsidi Ken’an Rifai gibi Muhyiddin ibnii’'l-Arabi ve Hz. Mevlana’'nin eserlerinden istifade eder. Kendisini ziyarete
gelenlerin bir sorusunu, “Hz. Muhyiddin de ‘Hakikat-i tevhid stkattur’ buyurur” seklinde cevaplar. (2015: 442) Baska
bir gérismede, “Sifayl dokuya yapilan ihtimamda degil, ice verilen ehemmiyette aramak lazim.” (2015: 448-449)
demektedir. Seminerimizde, “Yalniz biz degil, biitiin diinya bugiin hasta. insan viicudu ile diinya arasinda fark yok.”

(2015: 439) diyen Samiha Ayverdi’'nin bu eserindeki tevhid anlayisi incelenecektir.

Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Canglizel Guner Zlilfikar, Ankara Universitesi DTCF Genel Tlrk Tarihi béliminden mezun oldu. Hacettepe

F. Canguzel Universitesi Tarih Anabilim Dalinda ‘Aziz Mahmud Hudayi Kulliyesi’nin Kurulusu ve ilk Yizyili” baglikli doktora tezini tamamladi.
GuUner North Carolina Chapel Hill ve Duke Universitelerinde Tasavwvuf ve islam Medeniyeti konularinda dersler vermistir. UNC-Chapel
ZUlfikar Hill'de Orta Dogu ve Miisliman Medeniyetleri Arastirma Merkezi’nde baskan yardimcisi olarak ¢alismistir (2006-2010). UNC-

Chapel Hill'de Turkish Studies Programini (2009) kurmus ve Aralik 2013’e dek programin hocaligi gérevini sirdtrmustir. Halen

Uskudar Universitesi Tasawuf Arastirmalari Enstitlisti’nde ¢alismaktadir.
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hosts a training program entitled “Humanity, Sufi Thought, and Healing Lecture Series" between 23 - 27 July 2025.
The program will be held both face-to-face and online.
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The program will be held both face-to-face and online.
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Sufism as a Kaleidoscope

Sufism (tasawwuf) has been translated as “Islamic Mysticism” and studied as a kind of philosophy. This lecture
questions this definition and aims to draw a new picture of it.

It is divided into two sections. The first section examines the history of Sufi studies which has explained Sufism as
an Islamic version of mysticism in general. Sufism includes not only mystical philosophy but also ethical theories.
At the same time, it has not only developed among elites but also has been broadly welcomed by the common
people. | propose the new idea that Sufism can be expressed in the four quadrants which are composed of two
opposites, namely “mysticism—ethics” and “elite—people.”

The second section tries to introduce many possible approaches for Sufi studies. It includes philosophical truth of
Sufism and its artificial expressions. The truth can be expressed as a form of mystical philosophy in prose at times.
The same truth is expressed in a form of poetry at other times. The poetry is sometimes accompanied by music,
and then dances. | am afraid that Sufi studies up to now have been stressing only the philosophical aspect and
have forgotten to draw a more inclusive picture of Sufism, which should be understood as a gradation from

philosophy to poetry (literature), music and dances (rituals.)

Yasushi Tonaga is a professor at the Institute of Asian and African Field Studies, in Kyoto University. He is also the
Yasushi current director of the Kenan Rifal Centre for Sufi Studies and the Centre for Islamic Studies at Kyoto University. He
Tonaga graduated from the University of Tokyo, and received his doctorate from Kyoto University. His major field of interest

includes Ibn ‘Arabt and Akbarian school. He is also the president of the Japan Association for Middle Eastern Studies.
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A Book Published about the 20th Century Sufi Kenan Rifai Bliylikaksoy

and Its Reflections on the Turkish Intellectual Public of 1951, 11

In this lecture, the evaluations of a group of intellectuals about the book Kenan Rifai and Islam in the Light of the
Twentieth Century, written by Kenan Rifai’s (1867-1950) close students, will be discussed. The interpretations and
approaches of the ideas and descriptions brought up in the work will be examined. These evaluations contain
clues regarding the perception of this Sufi figure within the framework of the conditions of modern Tiirkiye on the
26th anniversary of the banning of dervish lodges in Tiirkiye, when this book was published. These concepts will
contribute to the understanding and lifestyle that Kenan Rifai Blylikaksoy represents in response to cultural and

spiritual needs.

Kenan Gursoy graduated from the University of Rennes and the University of Paris Sorbonne (Paris 1V) in France. He
started working as an assistant at Atatlirk University, Faculty of Literature, Department of Philosophy. He received his PhD
in 1979, became an Assistant Professor in 1982 and an Associate Professor of Systematic Philosophy-Logic in 1983. In the
meantime, he was assigned to do research for another year (1981-1982) at the Department of Philosophy of Paris-Ouest-
Nanterre-la-Défense (Paris X) in France. In November 1984, he joined the Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Languages
and History-Geography at Ankara University as an Associate Professor in the History of Philosophy Department, where he
became a Professor in January 1989. He was a faculty member at Galatasaray University between 1997 and 2009, first at
the Faculty of Communication, then at the Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Arts and Sciences, and finally as Dean of
the Faculty of Arts and Sciences of Galatasaray University from 2000 to 2009. Professor Glrsoy, who was the Ambassador
of the Republic of Turkiye to the Holy See (Vatican) between 2009 and 2014, served for a while on the staff of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs after his return to Turkey in 2014, and retired from the Embassy in 2015. From 2015 to June 2017, he
served as a faculty member and director of the Center for Western Studies at Istanbul Aydin University. Professor Glirsoy

has been the Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Cenan Foundation since 2013. His works are mainly on ethics.
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The Sufi Foundations of Na’t-i Sherifs

Na’t-i sherifs are poems in the Islamic literary tradition that express profound love for the Prophet Muhammad
and articulate his superior qualities. In this course, the Sufi foundations of na’ts, whose primary sources are the
Qur’an and hadiths and whose rich content extensively incorporates Sufi poets’ interpretations of verses and
hadiths, will be examined. The course will focus on the poets’ conceptions of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him) under the themes of existence, knowledge, and ethics.

Emine Yeniterzi graduated from the Department of Turkish Language and Literature at Selgcuk University Faculty of
Letters in 1981. She received her master’s degree with her thesis, “The Names of Prophet Muhammad in Classical
Turkish Literature” in 1983 and PhD degree with the thesis of “Praising Poetry of the Prophet Muhammad [Na't] in
Emine Divan Poetry” in 1989, both in the field of Classical Turkish Literature. She continued her academic life at Selguk
Yeniterzi University between 1981-2011, and Istanbul Medeniyet University between 2011-2015. She is a professor at the
Institute for Sufi Studies of Uskldar University. Her major areas of study are: Classical Turkish poetry, text
commentary, religious-moral-mystical masnavis, various types of religious poetry and Jalal al-Din Rami. She is the

author of nine books and many articles published in scholarly journals.




July 23-27,2025

The Institute for Sufi Studies, Uskidar University

HEALING, SUFI THOUGHT AND HUMANITY SUMMER 2025 PROGRAM

All Muhammad, All the Time: The Prophetic Poetics of Shaykh Ibrahim Niasse

This talk examines three short treatises and poems of Shaykh Ibrahim Niasse (d. 1975), founder of the the Fayda
Tijaniyya, currently the most popular Sufi movement on the African continent, in order to outline Niasse’s prophetic
poetics of spiritual realization: the closely-linked cosmology, epistemology, and anthropology converging on the
Muhammadan Reality (al-haqgiga al-Muhammadiya) that animates and structures his literary oeuvre and shapes the
spiritual, social, and intellectual lives of TijanT murids. Building on earlier studies of the TijanT1 tradition and
Maghrebi/West African Sufism, this article concludes with an examination of the implications of this prophetic
poetics for the conception of the “human,” and the intervention literature such as Niasse’s has made and can make
in contemporary debates surrounding the ethics of knowledge and the re-evaluation of the modern, “Western”

category of the “human.”

Oludamini Ogunnaike is an Associate Professor of African Religious Thought at the University of Virginia specializing in the
intellectual and artistic dimensions of West and North African Sufism and Yoruba orisa traditions. He received his PhD from the
department of African and African American Studies at Harvard University and his A.B. in Cognitive Neuroscience and African
Oludaminni Studies from the same institution. He is the author of Deep Knowledge: Ways of Knowing in Sufism and Ifa, Two West African
Ogunnaike Intellectual Traditions (Penn State University Press, 2020) winner of the ASWAD's (Association for the Study of the Worldwide
African Diaspora) Outstanding First Book Prize, Poetry in Praise of Prophetic Perfection: West African Madih Poetry and its
Precedents (Islamic Texts Society, 2020), and The Book of Clouds (Fons Vitae, 2024). He is currently working on a podcast and book

manuscript on Sufi poetry and poetics as well as a book on Yoruba Mythology.
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The Spirituality of Prophet Muhammad in the Thought of Ahmad ibn ‘Ajiba

This lecture will discuss the spiritual fatherhood of Prophet Muhammad as he is considered the seed of existence.
This theme leads to exploring the famous concept of the Muhammadan light and prophetic mercy along with its
relationship with the Prophetic ethical character. 1bn ‘Ajiba further explains that if the All-Merciful had a son,
then it would be Prophet Muhammad who is the most entitled of this affinity because he is the first who
worshipped God in pre-eternity as his light was the first thing to appear in existence. Many more themes of
Prophetic spirituality are discussed in detail along with the opinions of two of the most influential Sufi scholars,
Abu al-Qasim al-QushayrT and Rizbihan al-Baqli al-Shirazi, who both left an indelible impact on Ibn ‘Ajiba’s

Qur’anic commentary.

Right after she earned her bachelor degree in Journalism and Mass Communications from the American University in Cairo, she
started pursuing a bachelor degree in Islamic studies in the Sufi Academy of Arabic and Islamic Studies — a college affiliated
with Al Azhar University. After earning her Master’s degree on “The Contemporary Sufi Heritage of Shaykh Ahmed Ibn Mustafa al-
‘AlawT and His Elements of the Sufi Path towards the Divine” from the American University in Cairo, she had pursued a doctoral
degree in the Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies at the University of Exeter, UK where she finished her doctoral thesis on “Ibn
‘Ajiba (d. 1224/1809) and His Oceanic Exegesis of the Quran: Love in the Moroccan Sufi Tradition”. During her postgraduate
studies she has worked as a teaching assistant of Islamic history while pursuing her Master’s degree in the American University
in Cairo and during her doctoral studies she spent two years teaching the Arabic language in the University of Exeter. She is a

faculty member of the Institute for Sufi Studies of Uskiidar University.
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Understanding a Sage with Another Sage: The Case of Mevlana

Trying to understand one sage with another sage is a sacred method. Referred to as “qabla man shara’a” (the one who
was explained before), there is also the attempt to understand a verse with another verse, or to make sense of a verse in
the Qur’an by way of a verse in the Books that came before it like the Bible or the Torah. There is a method of trying to
make sense of a verse with a saying of the Prophet, that is, with the Sunnah. After the explanation of methods such as
trying to make sense of a verse or a saying of the Prophet with the words of a Companion, the method of trying to
understand a sage with another sage will be explained. This can be called annotating each other.

In this sense, a method can be applied to try to understand/interpret Mevlana with Ibn al-’Arab1. There have been those
who have opposed this method throughout history. For example, when Abdiilbaki Gélpinarli opposed Ahmed Avni
Konuk’s commentary on the Fusus and his commentary on the Masnavi, he tried to separate them from each other by
saying, ‘He interprets Mevlana from an Ibn ‘Arabian point of view, it is not relevant, both men are saying different
things.’

Mahmud Erol Kilig was born in Istanbul. Following his graduation from the Faculty of Political Science of Istanbul University
(1985), he obtained his masters’ degree in Islamic Philosophy at Marmara University (1989), then defended his doctorate on Ibn

Arabi’s thought (1995). He was the President of the Museum of Turkish and Islamic Arts in Istanbul (2005-2008) and was then

Mahmud Erol
Kih¢

appointed as the Secretary General of the Parliamentary Union of the OIC Member States (PUIC, Tehran) from 2008 to 2018.
Following this, he was appointed as the Ambassador of the Republic of Tiirkiye to the Republic of Indonesia (2019-2021). He is
currently the Director General of the Research Centre for Islamic History, Art and Culture (IRCICA), the cultural subsidiary of the

Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC).
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Ghazali’s Book on Pride and Self-Admiration

In this lecture we will explore the Sufi understanding of the quintessential virtue of humility (tawadu). Rooting our
inquiry in the Qur’an and Hadith, we will engage with a variety of classical Islamic ethical sayings and texts on
humility and its antipodes, namely pride (kibr/takabbur) and self-admiration (ujb). This exposure will allow us to
come away with a clearer picture of Sufism’s unique perspective on human selfhood and the pursuit of its

perfection.

Mohammed Rustom is Professor of Islamic Thought at Carleton University and Executive Director of the Tokat Institute for
Advanced Islamic Studies. An internationally recognized scholar and philosopher whose writings have been translated into over
ten languages, Professor Rustom has published more than fifteen books and one hundred articles in the fields of Islamic
philosophy, Arabic and Persian Sufi literature, Quranic studies, contemporary Islamic thought, translation theory, and cross-
Mohammed cultural philosophy. His more recent works include Islamic Thought and the Art of Translation (Brill, 2022), The Essence of Reality
Rustom (NYU Press, 2023), Inrushes of the Heart: The Sufi Philosophy of Ayn al-Qudat (SUNY Press, 2023), and A Sourcebook in Global
Philosophy (Equinox, 2025).
Professor Rustom is also Editor-in-Chief of Studies in Islamic Thought (Brill), Editor-in-Chief of Islamic Intellectual Traditions
(Brill), Co-Editor of Brill’s Islamic History and Civilization book series, Editor of Equinox’s Global Philosophy series, and General

Editor of the Tokat Library of Islamic Classics (Fons Vitae).
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The Transformative Potential of Love in the Poetry of Farid al-Din Attar

The poetics of love in the Sufi tradition is often understood in symbolic or literary terms, primarily as an artistic
expression of spiritual longing and divine union. This lecture, however, explores how Sufi poets—especially Farid
al-Din Attar—engage directly with Islamic theology and philosophical traditions through meditations on love. That
is, it examines how love functions not only as a poetic or mystical-ethical theme, but as a serious mode of
theological and philosophical reflection within Islam more broadly. Themes such as the willingness to risk
everything, as well as the abandonment of the intellect, emerge powerfully in the work of ‘Attar, who represents
the culmination of a trajectory in Sufi love poetry shaped especially by the earlier Persian poet Sanai. These
themes are evident in ‘Attar’s ghazals as well as in his Asrar-nama, or, Book of Secrets, wherein love appears as a
kind of elixir and the lover as an antihero—one who often shows deeper theological insight than the ascetic or the
formal scholar. In‘Attar’s poetry, nonconformity becomes a response to both the spiritual and ethical crises of his
time, and to the intellectual conditions that gave rise to them.

Cyrus Ali Zargar is Al-Ghazali Distinguished Professor of Islamic Studies and Professor in the Department of Philosophy at
the University of Central Florida. Zargar’s research interests focus on the metaphysical, aesthetic, and ethical
intersections between Sufism and Islamic philosophy. His most recent books include Religion of Love: Sufism and Self-
Transformation in the Poetic Imagination of Attar (2024); The Ethics of Karbala: Myths, Modernity, and Virtues of Nobility
(2024); and The Polished Mirror: Storytelling and the Pursuit of Virtue in Islamic Philosophy and Sufism (2017). He is
currently associate editor of the Journal of Sufi Studies, as well as Islamic Intellectual Traditions, both with Brill. He is also

Director of Research at the Institute for Advanced Islamic Studies in New York.
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The Role of Annemarie Schimmel’s Annual Letters in Islamic Studies

Annemarie Schimmel was undoubtedly the most recognized representative of her field in her time. She brought the
colors of Islamic culture in every field to an important, interested and international-level audience; her work was not
limited to only German-speaking circles. She expanded the boundaries of Islamic studies that existed at the time and
were too narrow for her; India and Pakistan had an important place in her research.

Beyond the traditional approach of an academic to Islam, she emphasized not only the rational but also the emotional
and aesthetic aspects in her research. The main subject of our study is Schimmel’s letters to her colleagues at the end
of each year, almost like an annual report. In these letters, Schimmel’s rich comments and statements about the
studies she did or supported, the conferences and meetings she attended, the relationships she established, the
countries and places she visited, etc., all of which contain important clues about her role in Islamic and Sufi studies,
her approach and style, her own spirituality, and her contributions to the field.

GUldutuna graduated from Istanbul University Cerrahpaga Faculty of Medicine. She completed her residency in Anesthesiology at
the Kosuyolu Research Hospital. She spent three years at the Professor Fuat Sezgin’s Arab-Islamic History of Science Institute in
Frankfurt to complete her Arabic education. Between 2005 and 2011, she first received her master’s degree at the Department of

Islamic and Religious Sciences in Johann Wolfgang Goethe University with her thesis titled ‘Buchstabensymbolik bei Ibn Arabi”

H. Dilek
Guldutuna

(Letter Symbolism in Ibn Arabi) and then her PhD at the Department of Islamic Studies on ‘Konstruktionen des weiblichen bei
Ken'an Rifal: Das weibliche als Spiegel der géttlichen Wirklichkeit” (Women as a Miracle of Truth). She is currently giving lectures
on Sufism at the Johann Wolfgang Goethe University in Frankfurt. Her main areas of interest are symbolism in general,
symbolism in Ibn Arabi, the role of woman in Islamic mysticism and femininity and symbolism as symbols, the role of Islamic

culture in the history of thought and science, and the effects in the West. She is a faculty member at the Institute for Sufi

Studies of Uskidar University.
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Sufism and Healing: Medical Methods of Healer Sufis

In the path of Sufism, which expresses the spiritual and internal aspect of Islam, it is seen that different
treatment methods have been developed for a number of physical and spiritual ailments. For this reason, some
pirs have been recognized as physicians in addition to being people of guidance. As is known, the Prophet treated
the sick both with medicines and by reciting prayers (rukye). In the following periods, Sufis inherited these
methods and made extensive use of rukye in particular. In this lecture, after briefly mentioning the Prophet’s
treatment methods, the practices of Sufis will be discussed through fundamental works and exemplary physician
Sufis.

Professor Ongéren graduated from Marmara University Department of Theology. He earned his master’s degree in the
field of History of Tasawwuf in 1990, and he received his PhD in 1996. He worked as a researcher, specifically on the field
of Tasawwuf, between 1996 to 2000 in the Turkiye Diyanet Foundation for Islamic Studies (ISAM). He was assigned as
Assistant Professor to Istanbul University Department of Theology. He was assigned to Associate Professor in November

2001 and Professor in November 2007. He worked as a guest lecturer in Higher Islamic Institute in Sofia, during 2004-

Resat
Ongoéren

2005 and 2005-2006 academic calenders. Among many academic articles, papers, and book chapters he wrote on
Tasawwuf, he is also the author of the books Tasawwuf in Ottomans: Sufis, State and Scholars in Anatolia (printed in
2000, 2003, 2012, 2016), Zayniyyah: A Sufi Order in the History (printed in 2003), and A Popular Tariga Among Scholars:
Zayniyyah (printed in 2012 and reprinted in 2025). He also wrote articles for the Encyclopedia of Islam (DIA) published
by ISAM and the encyclopedia of Mevsatu a 1ami’l-ulemai ve’l-udebai’l- Arabi ve’l-mislimin published in Tunisia. He is

currently working as a professor at the Institute for Sufi Studies in Uskudar University.
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Heavy Rock Gets Lifted from Both Sides: Tasawwuf, Healing and Remembrance in the Black Atlantic

In this presentation, | illustrate how the collective performance of founder-Shaykh Mustafa’s gasidas on the part of Muslims of
varying African-descent set in motion a shared consciousness and transmits a West African Islamic tradition of embodied
knowing as they also are engaged in remembrance of Allah. Dhikr, in this sense, functions as a devotional practice that aids in
the formulation of diasporic consciousness (self-remembrance) as they seek to draw closer to God. By studying the religious
connections amongst Africana Mustafawiyya Muslims in and around Moncks Corner, South Carolina, | move the prevailing
narrative of Black American Muslim histories and politics beyond the urban north in order to illumine the legacies of Black
Muslim presence in the American South. Yet, quite vibrant relationships also emerge between Black Muslims in the American
South to a broader global South—Senegal in particular—in which Africana Muslims have experienced coloniality and racism
quite differently. As | show, the Muslims of the Mustafawiyya Tariga do not merely seek to found relationships with the living—
they also seek to relate to their noble ancestors, shuyukh in particular, who have passed on by visiting them and to honor the
legacy of their labor. This ancestral connection, through transmission of a West African Sufi tradition, also paves the way for
establishing and accessing locations of refuge in the American South and in West Africa. In this regard, kinships are less about
familial connection and more about how people establish deep and lasting connections founded upon a spiritual / religious

heritage of remembrance.

Youssef Carter is an Assistant Professor of Religious Studies and Kenan Rifai Fellow in Islamic Studies at the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill. He is an advisory board member of the 'Black American Muslim Internationalism Project’, facilitated in
part by the Center for Global Islamic Studies at George Mason University. He also serves as faculty advisor for the Muslim Student
Association and the newly-formed Black Muslim Collective at UNC. His scholarship centers on Muslim life and networks in the
Black Atlantic and is primarily interested in religious empowerment. In addition to other projects, Dr. Carter is working on a
manuscript called “The Vast Oceans: Remembering God and Self on the Mustafawiyya Sufi Path” which is a multisite
ethnography of a transatlantic spiritual network of African-American and West African Muslims in South Carolina and Senegal.
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The Mystical Meaning of Revelation in the Kitab al-Tawasin of Husayn ibn Mansur al-Hallaj

Carl W. Ernst

One of the few surviving writings of the early Sufi, al-Husayn ibn Mansur al-Hallaj (d. 309/922), is the Kitab al-Tawasin, an
enigmatic collection of short pieces that has been a subject of debate since it was first edited by Louis Massignon in 1913.
This presentation examines the style and organization of the text (including extensive sections in rhyming prose), themes,
symbols, and texts quoted from the Qur’an. | will argue that this text presents Hallaj’s philosophical interpretation of
prophetic revelation, with Moses’ encounter with the voice of God on Mt. Sinai and the Prophet Muhammad’s encounter with
God in the ascension narrative of Qur'an 53 as the high points. The most dramatic section contains comparisons of
Muhammad and Moses as prophets, followed by the startling appearance of Iblis, who claims to be the only true monotheist.
More broadly, my point will be that the Tawasin is conceived as a semi-scriptural text that presents a theory of mystical
knowledge that is founded on paradox, amplified by a rhetoric of mystical grammar, and illustrated by accounts of knowledge
as the incomprehensible desert of annihilation. Since Hallaj asserts that only God can legitimately say, ‘l am,” what is the
meaning of Hallaj’s own claims, and how should they be read? These are the questions to be addressed in this presentation.

Carl W. Ernst was recognized for his work on the comparison of religions at Stanford University in 1973. He received his PhD from
Harvard University in 1981 and taught at Pomona College between 1981 and 1992. Ernst is a specialist in Islamic studies, with a
focus on West and South Asia. His published research, based on the study of Arabic, Persian, and Urdu, has been mainly devoted to
the study of three areas: general and critical issues of Islamic studies, premodern and contemporary Sufism, and Indo-Muslim
culture. In 2005, he was awarded the ‘DOST Award for Service to Islam” for his book named Following Muhammad: Rethinking
Islam in the Contemporary World, which was also translated to Turkish. In 2009, he founded the Ken’an Rifai Chair of Islamic
Studies with the cooperation of TURKKAD on behalf of the Department of Religious Studies at the UNC at Chapel Hill. His studies of
Sufism have engaged with the literary, histrorical, and contemporary aspects of Islamic mysticism, particularly in the Indo-
Pakistan subcontinent and the Persianate cultural sphere. He is the co-director of the UNC Center for Middle East and Islamic
Studies and the co-editor of Islamic Civilization and Muslim Networks Series of the University of the North Carolina Press.



July 23-27,2025

The Institute for Sufi Studies, Uskidar University

HEALING, SUFI THOUGHT AND HUMANITY SUMMER 2025 PROGRAM

Unity is spiritual healing

Tawhid is to unite all differences for the sake of the Beloved, because the Beloved is the Creator, and created the
creation with respect. Thus, to respect everyone is to see unity everywhere, to be one and together, to not be
divided.

After receiving her BSc in Chemical Engineering, she taught Chemistry for 20 years. Born into a sufi family, she was interested
in philosophy and examined the lives of great philosophers when she was young. After realizing that philosophy is not a kind of
knowledge that can be lived, she looked for an example who lived his knowledge and found Rumi. Upon her teacher, Samiha
Ayverdi’s request, she started to work on the Qur’an and conduct a comparative study on Rumi’s Masnavi. Again on her
Cemadinur teacher’s request she started giving Masnavi lessons to youth when she was 24, and since then she has reached millions of
Sargut people. Since 2000, Cemalnur Sargut has been the President of Turkish Women'’s Cultural Association, Istanbul (TURKKAD),
(www.turkkad.org) founded by her teacher, Sdmiha Ayverdi in 1966. Under her leadership and with the belief that tasawwuf
(sufism) can be the common language of humans and societies, TURKKAD has been organizing international symposiums
addressing a wide range of people with a view to offering solutions to today’s problems through tasawwuf, which considers
knowledge as a state to be practiced and sees worship as a journey towards love. Sargut teaches at the Institute for Sufi

Studies of Uskidar University.
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The Interplay of Ahlaq and Health in Classical Islamic Ethics

In this lecture, we will explore the interplay between Ahlaq (character ethics) and health in classical Islamic
thought, with a particular focus on Abd Bakr ar-Razi’s work al-Tibb ar-Rahant (“Spiritual Medicine”). In his
treatise, ar-Razi develops a remarkable ethical-therapeutic approach in which states such as anger, grief, or
greed are understood as actual diseases of the soul and are to be treated through rational means. Drawing an
analogy to bodily medicine, he outlines a model of spiritual healing grounded in knowledge, self-reflection, and
intellectual discipline. | will demonstrate how ar-Razi navigates a unique path between medical anthropology and
philosophical ethics within the Islamic scholarly tradition, and how his approach contributes to a holistic
understanding of human flourishing (saada) as an integrative state of ethical refinement and psycho-physical

well-being - also for today’s thinking.

Taba Isik is a professor for Islamic Education and Practical Theology in the Berlin Institute of Islamic Theology at
Humboldt University zu Berlin. Her research interests include religious education and its pedagogy, Virtue Ethics,
Muslim Women, and Comparative theology. Isik holds a master’s degree in international public law and pedagogy
from Georg-August University of Géttingen (Germany) and a Ph.D. from the University of Paderborn, Germany,
meanwhile she studied Catholic Theology in Paderborn and Rome. She received further education in Islamic
Education at the University of Osnabriick, as well as at the Ilahiyat Faculties of Bursa and Ankara in Turkiye. Isik is the
co-editor of the first textbook (2022) on the didactics of Islamic Religious Education in German. Her monography on
Character Cultivation was published in 2022. Her latest published book Islamisch-Asthetische Bildung is an edited

volume in which various authors explore different dimensions of learning through aesthetic experience.
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Mystical Poetics of Union: Tracing the Symbolic Evolution of the Lover in Rumi’s Masnavi-i Manavi

This seminar explores the evolving relationship between the lover and beloved as portrayed in Jalal al-Din RGmT’s
Masnavi-i Manauvr, highlighting how their journey symbolizes the spiritual progression from ego-bound separation to
mystical unity. Beginning with the lover’s assertion of self (“1”) and the beloved’s rejection of duality, the Masnavi
repeatedly dramatizes the soul’s struggle toward ego-annihilation (fana). Through selected episodes from the six
books—ranging from humorous and paradoxical exchanges to profound allegories—this study employs a Sufi
hermeneutic to analyze the pedagogical significance of love’s metaphors. By illustrating how poetic imagery and
symbolic narratives serve as transformative instruments, Rimt’s Masnavi not only depicts love’s emotional intensity
but also guides the seeker toward existential fulfillment and divine union. Ultimately, this presentation reveals that
the path between “1” and “You” in RUmT’s poetry reflects a nuanced spiritual trajectory, culminating in the realization

of essential unity.

Arzu Eylil Yalginkaya is a faculty member at the Institute for Sufi Studies at Uskddar University. Her research explores
Sufism’s intersections with modernity and secularism, focusing on late Ottoman-era Sufi movements. Yalginkaya
completed her MA thesis on the MathnawT discourses of Ken ‘an Rifar (d. 1950) and then undertook three years of
graduate courses in religion at Harvard Extension School. Her PhD thesis, examining the life, works, and Sufi thought

A. EylUl of Ken @n Rifai, was published as a monograph (2020). Currently, she is a visiting researcher at Harvard University’s
Yalginkaya Center for Middle Eastern Studies, conducting postdoctoral research on the “Bridging Role of the Sufi Intellectuals
Between the Late Ottoman Empire and Early Republican Turkey.” Her recent work on 19th-century Sufi soundscapes
has led to events on Sufi music and poetry at Harvard Divinity School, the Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations,
and other related venues. Her forthcoming article, “In Pursuit of Truth: Djalal al-Din RGm7i’s Perception of Happiness
within the MathnawT-i Ma‘nawr,” and her book on Ahmed er-Rifai’s (d. 1182) monography are in publication.
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Samiha Ayverdi’s Understanding of Tawhid (Unity) in her book Mtdlakatlar (Conversations)

Samiha Ayverdi’s Miilakatlar (Conversations) book was first published in 2005. Ayverdi recorded her conversations
right after meeting with the dignitaries of the period, academics, writers, officers and soldiers, students, and guests
from different socio-economic groups who came to visit her on various occasions in the 1940s. Most of the visitors
begin by speaking about the excitement, pleasure and hope they felt after reading Ayverdi’s books. Furthermore,
they express their admiration for the transmission of Sufism’s understanding of tawhid in her novels and short
stories, which she was able to communicate powerfully despite the prohibitionist policies of the period. Samiha
Ayverdi says, “Islam has reached tawhid and has hidden the secret of creation in its philosophy of wahdat” (2015:
435); like her murshid Ken’an Rifai, she benefits from the works of Muhyiddin Ibn al-Arabi and Mevlana. She
answers a question from a visitor by stating, “Hz. Muhyiddin also said, ‘The truth of tawhid is silence.”” (2015: 442) In
another conversation, she says, “The healing should be sought not in the care given to the skin tissue, but in the
importance given to the inside.” (2015: 448-449) In this seminar, we will examine the understanding of tawhid in
this work by Samiha Ayverdi as someone who wrote, “Not only us, but the whole world is also sick today. There is no
difference between the human body and the world.” (2015: 439)

Canguzel Guner Zlilfikar graduated from Ankara University Faculty of Literature, History and Geography Department of History.
She completed her PhD studies on the “Aziz Mahmud Hudayi’s [ca. 1543-1628] Shrine Complex: Sufi Impact in the Civil Society
Canguzel Organizations in Ottoman Religious, Socio-Cultural History” at the Department of History of Hacettepe University. She gave
Guner courses on Tasawwuf and Islamic civilization at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and Duke University. She was the
Zulfikar Associate Director (2006-2010) of the Carolina Center for the Study of the Middle East and Muslim Civilizations at UNC-Chapel
Hill. She established the Turkish Studies Program at UNC-CH in 2009, and served as an instructor there until December 2013. At

present, she teaches at the Institute for Sufi Studies in Uskudar University.
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